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will prevail not only in Asia but also in European affairs." The Tsai
liked the idea but found it a little too fantastic to carry out.3

The placing in contrast of the contemptible commercial im-
perialism of Britain with the idealistic motivation of Russia's ex-
pansion was inherent in Witte's thinking, just as it had been in that
of his predecessor, Muraviev, and as it was to be in that of his suc-
cessors in the 1940'$. "The peoples of Western European civiliza-
tion [remarked Witte] have assumed the view that this area [east
Asia] is exclusively a field for economic exploitation and profit-
making." Russia, on the other hand, "has assumed a civilizing,
educational mission." *

The first political repercussions of the great Russian railroad
venture were felt most immediately in Japan and Korea. To Japan,
the Russian outpost at Vladivostok and the inevitable drive into
adjacent Korea represented a considerable danger; the Tsar's per-
sonal intentions with respect to this area were well known.

RUSSIA AND THE SINO-JAPANESE WAR

It was this "Russian menace" that prompted Japan to go to
war with China over Korea in 1894, By that time the Trans-
Siberian was under construction, and within a few years a direct
railroad, capable of carrying not only goods but regiments of
troops and heavy artillery, would connect St. Petersburg and Mos-
cow with Vladivostok. In order to secure at least a buffer between
herself and Russia and, if possible, bring Korea under her control,
Japan was prepared to wage war on China. In the words of Witte,
"the war which Japan conducted [in 1894-95] is the consequence
of the construction of the Siberian Railway." * The British envoy
in Japan likewise summed up the causes of the conflict in a con-
fidential report to London: "Whatever the ostensible reason for
going to war with China may have been, there can be little doubt
that the main object was to anticipate the completion of the Siberian
Railway and to prevent Russia from gaining free access to the
Pacific Ocean."e
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